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Congregations100	(As	of	2016)[1]Members7,076	(As	of	2016)	[2]Ministers151Missionaries6Tertiary	institutions2Official	website	The	Reformed	Presbyterian	Church	of	North	America	(RPCNA)	is	a	Presbyterian	church	with	congregations	and	missions	throughout	the	United	States,	Canada,	Japan,	and	Chile.[3]	Its	beliefs—held	in	common	with	other
members	of	the	Reformed	Presbyterian	Global	Alliance—place	it	in	the	conservative	wing	of	the	Reformed	family	of	Protestant	churches.	Below	the	Bible—which	is	held	as	divinely	inspired	and	without	error—the	church	is	committed	to	several	"subordinate	standards,"	together	considered	with	its	constitution:	the	Westminster	Confession	of	Faith	and
Larger	and	Shorter	Catechisms,	along	with	its	Testimony,	Directory	for	Church	Government,	the	Book	of	Discipline,	and	Directory	for	Worship.	Primary	doctrinal	distinctions	which	separate	the	RPCNA	from	other	Reformed	and	Presbyterian	denominations	in	North	America	are:	its	continued	adherence	to	the	historical	practice	of	Reformed
Christianity,	contained	in	the	Westminster	Confession	of	Faith,	of	practicing	exclusive	psalmody,	and	its	continuing	affirmation	of	Jesus	as	mediatorial	king,	ruling	over	all	nations.	Prior	to	the	1960s,	the	RPCNA	refused	to	vote	in	elections	or	participate	in	government	in	the	United	States	due	to	it	not	directly	acknowledging	Christ's	authority	over	it,
and	since	has	continued	(at	some	times	more	heavily	than	others),	to	lobby	the	federal	government	to	expressly	submit	to	the	authority	of	Jesus	Christ	in	the	United	States	Constitution.	The	RPCNA	has	a	long	history,	having	been	a	separate	denomination	in	the	United	States	since	the	Colonial	era.	In	Scotland,	where	the	denomination	originated,
Reformed	Presbyterians	have	been	a	separate	branch	since	the	late	17th	century,	and	prior	to	that,	a	part	of	the	original	Presbyterian	Church	of	Scotland	that	came	out	of	the	Protestant	Reformation	in	the	16th	century.	As	its	name	suggests,	the	RPCNA	is	presbyterian	in	polity,	with	each	individual	congregation	being	governed	by	two	or	more	elders.
The	church	considers	to	be	the	only	divinely-appointed	method	of	church	government.	As	with	most	Presbyterian	denominations,	the	RPCNA	is	divided	into	several	presbyteries,	but	unlike	several	other	smaller	Presbyterian	denominations,	the	supreme	governing	body	is	a	single	synod,	not	a	general	assembly.	Each	congregation	may	send	one	ruling
elder	delegate	(two	for	larger	congregations)	to	its	presbytery	meeting,	as	well	as	to	the	annual	Synod	meeting.	Each	minister	(teaching	elder),	whether	serving	as	the	pastor	of	a	congregation	or	not,	is	automatically	a	delegate	to	his	presbytery	and	to	the	synod.	Terminology	The	following	terminology	is	derived	from	the	Directory	for	Church
Government	in	the	RPCNA's	church	constitution:[4]	Baptized	member:	a	member,	almost	always	the	child	of	communicant	members,	who	has	been	baptized	but	has	not	yet	professed	Christian	faith.	Baptized	members	may	not	receive	the	Lord's	Supper	or	vote	in	congregational	business	meetings.	Communicant	member:	a	member	who	has	professed
Christian	faith	and	adherence	to	church	standards.	Communicant	members	may	receive	the	Lord's	Supper	and	vote	in	congregational	business	meetings.	Elder:	a	man	elected	and	ordained	to	lead	a	congregation.	This	includes	both	ruling	elders	(laymen)	and	teaching	elders	(clergy),	which	are	considered	equal	in	status	but	different	in	role.	Under
normal	circumstances,	each	ruling	elder	is	a	member	of	his	congregation's	session,	as	is	every	active	pastor.	However,	an	ordained	minister	who	is	not	currently	active	as	a	pastor	may	serve	only	as	a	ruling	elder	in	his	congregation.	Each	congregation	must	have	at	least	two	elders	in	order	to	be	legitimately	constituted.	Presbytery:	a	group	of	several
congregations	in	a	specific	area,	governed	by	the	ministers	in	that	area	along	with	one	or	more	ruling	elders	from	each	of	those	several	congregations.	Session:	a	governing	board	in	each	congregation,	composed	of	the	ruling	elders	in	that	congregation	and	the	congregation's	pastor(s).	Synod:	a	governing	body	above	the	presbytery,	composed	of	all
ministers	and	one	or	more	ruling	elders	from	each	congregation	in	the	denomination.	History	See	also:	Reformed	Presbyterian	churches	The	RPCNA,	like	the	other	churches	of	the	Reformed	Presbyterian	Global	Alliance,	descents	from	the	Reformed	Presbyterian	Church	of	Scotland,	which	formed	in	1690.	From	the	time	of	the	Revolution	Settlement	in
1691,	the	foremost	of	Reformed	Presbyterian	"distinctive	principles"	was	the	practice	of	political	dissent	from	the	British	government.	The	first	Reformed	Presbyterian	congregation	in	North	America	was	organized	in	Middle	Octorara	(Lancaster	County,	Pennsylvania)	in	1738,	but	the	first	presbytery,	organized	by	four	immigrant	Irish	and	Scottish
Reformed	Presbyterian	ministers,	was	not	formed	until	1774.	At	this	time,	Reformed	Presbyterians	were	mostly	concentrated	in	eastern	Pennsylvania	and	northern	South	Carolina,	but	small	groups	of	Reformed	Presbyterians	existed	in	Massachusetts,	Connecticut,	New	York,	western	Pennsylvania,	North	Carolina,	and	Georgia.	During	the	American
Revolution,	most	Reformed	Presbyterians	fought	for	independence—the	one	minister	that	served	in	South	Carolina	was	even	arrested	for	insurrection	and	brought	before	Lord	Cornwallis	in	1780.	After	the	ratification	of	the	United	States	Constitution	in	1788,	the	denomination	held	the	document	(and	therefore	all	governments	under	it)	to	be	immoral,
and	participation	in	such	a	government	to	be	likewise	immoral,	because	the	constitution	contained	no	recognition	of	Christ	as	the	King	of	Nations.	Therefore,	the	RPCNA	eschewed	various	civic	rights,	such	as	voting	and	jury	service,	and	church	courts	disciplined	members	who	exercised	them.	As	few	Americans	held	such	principles,	and	as	obedience
sometimes	caused	difficulty	(for	example,	oaths	of	allegiance	were	prohibited,	preventing	foreign-born	Reformed	Presbyterians	from	becoming	citizens,	and	preventing	Reformed	Presbyterians	to	make	use	of	the	Homestead	Act),	many	Reformed	Presbyterians	began	to	differ	with	the	denomination's	official	position.	Between	1774	and	1891,	the
denomination	experienced	four	schisms,	three	of	them	involving	members	who	deemed	the	denomination's	position	too	strict.	In	1782,	almost	all	of	the	church	merged	with	the	Associate	Presbyterian	Church	(the	Seceders)	to	form	the	Associate	Reformed	Presbyterian	Church,	holding	that	the	new	situation	of	independence	removed	the	reasons	for
political	dissent.	The	few	remaining	members	who	refused	to	join	the	merger,	including	just	two	congregations,	were	reorganized	into	a	presbytery	in	1798.	In	1833,	the	church	split	down	the	middle,	forming	the	New	Light	and	Old	Light	RP	Synods.	The	New	Lights,	who	formed	the	Reformed	Presbyterian	Church,	General	Synod	and	exercised
political	rights,	grew	for	some	years	but	suffered	splits	and	went	into	decline,	eventually	merging	in	1965	with	the	Evangelical	Presbyterian	Church	(formerly	the	Bible	Presbyterian	Church-Columbus	Synod)	to	form	the	Reformed	Presbyterian	Church,	Evangelical	Synod,	which	in	1982	merged	with	the	Presbyterian	Church	in	America.	A	third	split,	in
1840,	resulted	in	two	ministers	and	a	few	elders	leaving	to	form	the	Reformed	Presbytery	(nicknamed	the	Steelites,	after	David	Steele,	their	most	prominent	leader),	which	continues	today.	Unlike	with	the	other	splits,	this	was	occasioned	by	the	departed	ministers	and	members	holding	that	the	denomination	itself	had	fallen	away	from	its	covenants
and	"historical	attainments"	by	allowing	"occasional	hearing,"	political	activity,	and	membership	in	"voluntary	associations".	The	main	body	of	the	RPCNA	suffered	another	split,	the	"East	End	Split,"	in	1891,	again	on	the	matter	of	political	activity	and	office-holding.	Statistics	reveal	that	denominational	membership	suffered	a	net	loss	of	11%	in	1891,
most	of	whom	joined	the	United	Presbyterian	Church.	Despite	such	disagreements,	the	denomination	held	to	its	doctrines	with	few	changes.	Holding	to	the	principle	that	covenants	should	continue	to	be	updated	and	sworn,	the	RPCNA	adopted	the	"Covenant	of	1871"	as	their	new	church	covenant	in	that	year.	Some	members	saw	certain	aspects	of
this	covenant	as	major	departures	from	historic	Reformed	Presbyterian	positions,	causing	some	to	leave	and	join	the	Reformed	Presbytery.	Perhaps	the	most	enduring	change	during	the	19th	century	involved	participation	in	social	reform	movements.	One	cause	favored	by	the	denomination	was	the	abolition	of	slavery,	beginning	officially	in	1800,
when	members	were	prohibited	from	slave	owning	and	from	the	slave	trade.	Enthusiastically	supported	by	most	members,	the	denomination	took	a	strong	stance	against	the	Confederacy	and	faithfully	supported	the	North	in	the	Civil	War,	as	Reformed	Presbyterians	enlisted	to	fight	against	the	"slaveholders'	rebellion."	Abolition	was	a	major	factor	in
the	decline	of	the	denomination's	South	Carolina	and	Tennessee	congregations:	most	members	there,	finding	it	hard	to	be	abolitionists	in	slave-owning	societies,	moved	to	southern	Ohio,	Indiana,	and	Illinois;	by	the	beginning	of	the	Civil	War,	all	of	the	old	congregations	in	South	Carolina	and	Tennessee	were	gone.	The	only	congregations	remaining	in
slave-holding	territory	were	in	Baltimore,	Maryland,	and	in	Roney's	Point,	Virginia	(now	West	Virginia),	near	Wheeling.	Another	area	of	social	activism	focused	on	alcohol	and	tobacco.	While	drunkenness	had	always	been	prohibited,	members	were	prohibited	from	the	alcohol	business	in	1841,	and	by	the	1880s,	both	church	officers	and	ordinary



members	were	prohibited	from	alcohol	use.	By	1886,	tobacco	use	was	strongly	condemned	as	well,	with	ordination	being	prohibited	to	anyone	who	used	it.	As	a	result,	the	denomination	explicitly	supported	the	Eighteenth	Amendment	and	other	prohibition	efforts	for	many	decades.	Immigration	from	Reformed	Presbyterian	churches	in	Ireland	and
Scotland	provided	sustained	growth	for	the	denomination.	Some	congregations,	especially	those	on	the	East	Coast,	saw	rapid	growth;	over	ninety	members,	many	of	them	immigrants,	joined	the	Baltimore,	Maryland,	congregation	in	a	single	three-year	period.	Meanwhile,	members	moved	west	and	many	congregations	were	organized.	In	1840,	there
were	four	East	Coast	city	congregations	and	zero	congregations	west	of	the	Mississippi	River,	the	farthest	west	congregation	being	in	southwestern	Illinois.	In	1865,	there	were	nine	East	Coast	city	congregations	and	eight	congregations	west	of	the	Mississippi,	as	far	west	as	southwestern	Iowa.	In	1890,	there	were	twelve	East	Coast	city
congregations	and	thirty-five	congregations	west	of	the	Mississippi,	as	far	west	as	Seattle,	Washington.	More	presbyteries	were	organized	as	well:	in	1840,	there	were	5;	in	1850,	5;	in	1860,	6;	in	1870,	8;	in	1880,	10;	in	1890,	11.	During	the	middle	decades	of	the	19th	century,	the	denomination	experienced	widespread	growth.	Many	congregations	in
the	East	were	organized	in	cities,	while	many	others	were	countryside	congregations.	Farther	west,	however,	most	congregations	were	founded	in	the	countryside.	This	is	due	in	large	part	to	the	way	of	life	of	many	Reformed	Presbyterian	settlers.	Typically,	a	large	group	of	settlers	would	gather	and	move	to	an	area	favorable	for	farming,	where	a
congregation	would	soon	be	organized	for	them.	Some	congregations	saw	extremely	fast	growth	in	this	way:	the	North	Cedar	(Denison,	Kansas)	congregation	did	not	exist	in	1870	but	had	eighty-four	members	in	1872.	Other	growth	came	from	different	sources.	Although	American	congregations	had	been	governed	by	an	American	church	since	1798,
the	Scottish	and	Irish	synods	continued	to	operate	missions	in	Canada.	Over	the	years,	several	Scottish-synod	congregations	joined	the	North	American	synod,	and	with	the	blessing	of	the	Irish	synod,	an	entire	presbytery	("New	Brunswick	and	Nova	Scotia")	transferred	in	1879.	Few	complete	congregations	have	joined	the	RPCNA	over	the	years,
other	than	these,	although	the	denomination	has	seen	one	merger:	in	1969,	the	RPCNA	merged	with	the	remnants	of	the	Associate	Presbyterian	Church,	which	by	this	point	consisted	of	just	four	churches.	After	sixty	years	of	nearly	constant	growth,	the	denominational	split	in	1891	led	to	a	denomination-wide	downturn.	Although	the	departure	of
twelve	hundred	members	in	the	split	still	left	over	ten	thousand	communicant	members,	nearly	constant	loss	led	to	a	total	of	just	3,804	communicant	members	by	1980.	During	this	time,	the	large	congregations	in	the	big	cities	of	the	East	gradually	withered:	while	in	1891,	there	were	two	congregations	in	Boston,	Massachusetts,	five	in	New	York	City,
three	in	Philadelphia,	Pennsylvania,	and	one	in	Baltimore,	in	1980	there	were	only	four	in	Boston,	New	York,	and	Philadelphia	combined.	Settlement	and	growth	in	the	western	United	States	continued	for	a	time,	with	new	presbyteries	being	organized	in	Colorado,	the	Pacific	Coast,	and	the	Prairie	Provinces	of	Canada.	However,	the	countryside
congregations	also	dwindled,	from	eighty-three	in	1891	to	twenty-five	in	1980.	Presbyteries,	too,	were	disorganized	and	combined,	with	only	seven	presbyteries	remaining	in	1980.	Perhaps	the	most	drastic	examples	of	both	congregational	and	presbyterial	decline	involve	New	York:	by	1980,	four	presbyteries	(Philadelphia,	New	York,	Vermont,	and
New	Brunswick	and	Nova	Scotia)	had	been	combined	into	the	New	York	Presbytery	(since	renamed	Atlantic),	while	five	New	York	City	congregations	with	1,075	communicant	members	had	been	reduced	to	one	congregation	of	only	about	forty	people.	Although	large	numbers	of	losses	were	due	to	individuals	leaving	for	other	churches,	some
departures	involved	many	people	at	once.	For	example,	over	100	communicant	members	left	First	Boston	congregation	when	their	pastor	left	the	denomination	in	1912,	while	Craftsbury,	Vermont	and	Second	Newburg	(Newburgh,	New	York)	congregations	left	the	denomination	as	entire	congregations,	in	1906	and	1919	respectively.	After	the	mid-
1910s,	even	the	founding	of	new	congregations	was	uncommon,	with	only	three	each	in	the	1920s	and	1930s,	and	none	at	all	between	1937	and	1950.	Beliefs	and	practices	The	Reformed	Presbyterian	Theological	Seminary	in	Pittsburgh,	Pennsylvania	The	Reformed	Presbyterian	Church	has	held	to	the	Westminster	Confession	of	Faith	and	Catechisms
since	the	17th	century.	Instead	of	adopting	revised	versions	of	the	Confession,	as	most	other	Westminsterian	Presbyterian	churches	in	North	America	have	done,	the	RPCNA	instead	holds	to	the	original	Westminster	Confession,	but	states	a	few	objections	in	its	official	testimony,	which	it	prints	side-by-side	with	the	Confession.	Today,	the	RPCNA
denied	only	three	small	portions	of	the	original	Confession,	besides	qualifying	the	Confession's	naming	of	the	Pope	as	Antichrist.	In	view	of	its	confessional	adherence,	the	RPCNA	is	doctrinally	close	to	other	Reformed	denominations.	Historically,	the	"distinctive	principles"	of	Reformed	Presbyterians	were	political:	they	held	to	a	continuing	obligation
of	the	Covenants,	both	National	and	Solemn	League,	upon	all	who	had	sworn	them	and	upon	all	their	descendants,	and	the	belief	that	governmental	rejection	of	such	documents	caused	the	government	to	become	immoral	or	even	undeserving	of	obedience.	This	led	them	to	reject	the	government	of	Scotland	after	the	Glorious	Revolution,	as	well	as
those	of	Ireland	and	England,	which	had	also	acknowledged	but	later	dropped	the	Covenants.	Furthermore,	as	the	American	colonies	had	been	under	English	jurisdiction	at	the	time	of	the	Solemn	League,	the	United	States	was	held	as	responsible	to	uphold	the	Covenants.	Since	the	Constitution	contains	no	reference	to	Christ	or	to	the	Covenants,
Reformed	Presbyterians	refused	to	vote,	hold	governmental	office,	serve	on	juries,	or	swear	any	oath	of	loyalty	to	the	United	States	government	or	any	lower	government;	Canadian	members	similarly	refrained	from	such	activities.	Members	who	did	participate	in	the	political	process	would	typically	be	disciplined	by	their	congregational	session.
Although	the	RPCNA	held	these	principles	firmly	for	many	decades,	it	moderated	its	positions	beginning	in	the	1960s;	by	1969,	the	official	position	allowed	members	to	vote	and	run	for	office.	Some	members	yet	continue	the	historic	dissenting	positions,	but	the	majority	of	members	participate	like	members	of	most	other	conservative	Christian
denominations,	and	Reformed	Presbyterian	Bob	Lyon	served	in	the	Kansas	Senate	from	2001	to	2005.[5][6]	Another	long-held	belief	distinguishing	the	RPCNA	from	other	churches	was	its	prohibition	of	occasional	hearing,	the	practice	of	attending	worship	services	or	preaching	by	ministers	of	other	denominations.	Although	the	practice	is	permitted
today,	it	was	long	prohibited.	For	example,	records	from	an	eastern	Pennsylvania	congregation	note	that	two	women	were	"severely	admonished"	for	attending	a	weekday	Methodist	camp-meeting	in	1821.[7]	The	grounds	for	this	prohibition	were	historical:	the	Church	of	Scotland,	of	which	the	Reformed	Presbyterian	Church	considered	itself	a
continuation,	had	been	established	as	the	state	church	throughout	Great	Britain.	As	the	Reformed	Presbyterian	Church	believed	that	that	state	church	had	never	officially	been	disestablished	in	a	legal	manner,	it	considered	other	churches	to	have	no	legal	right	to	exist.	Therefore,	attending	a	worship	service	of	any	other	church	amounted	to
participation	in	an	illegal	organization.	In	common	with	other	churches	in	the	Reformed	Presbyterian	lineage,	the	RPCNA	holds	to	the	Regulative	Principle	of	Worship	and	construes	it	to	require	a	cappella	singing	of	the	Psalms	only	in	worship,	as	they	believe	it	to	be	the	only	form	of	congregational	singing	evidenced	in	and	thus	permitted	by	the	Bible.
[8]	While	this	practice	was	not	unusual	in	past	centuries,	many	other	denominations	have	permitted	hymns	and	instrumental	music	over	the	years.	As	a	result,	the	RPCNA's	manner	of	worship	is	quite	distinctive	today,	and	with	the	change	in	the	official	position	on	political	action,	the	manner	of	worship	is	the	chief	distinction	of	the	RPCNA	today.
Although	alcohol	use	was	prohibited	for	all	members	for	many	decades,	in	recent	years	both	ordinary	members	and	ordained	officers	have	been	permitted	to	use	it.	Chapter	26	of	the	RPCNA	Testimony	states	that	abstinence	from	alcohol	is	still	a	fitting	choice	for	Christians.	Along	with	many	other	conservative	denominations,	the	RPCNA	interprets	the
Bible	as	requiring	all	elders	to	be	male.	Unlike	most	related	denominations,	however,	deacons	in	the	RPCNA	may	be	either	male	or	female;	the	first	women	deacons	were	ordained	in	1888	(with	attempts	to	limit	the	diaconate	to	men	having	failed	as	recently	as	2002).	In	1939,	a	committee	of	the	Synod	brought	in	a	unanimous	recommendation	that
women	may	be	ordained	as	elders.	The	Synod	did	not	adopt	the	committee	recommendation.	The	sacrament	of	the	Lord's	Supper,	or	Communion,	is	served	to	all	communicant	members	present	at	a	church	celebrating	the	sacrament.	Until	recent	decades,	only	Reformed	Presbyterians	were	permitted	to	take	the	sacrament,	but	members	of	other
denominations	considered	to	be	Bible-believing	have	been	extended	this	privilege	in	recent	decades.	However,	the	RPCNA	requires	that	members	of	other	denominations	who	take	communion	be	personally	interviewed	by	the	session	before	partaking,	another	practice	that	distinguishes	the	RPCNA	from	other	Reformed	denominations.	The	Reformed
Presbyterian	Church	in	North	America	is	also	a	member	of	the	North	American	Presbyterian	and	Reformed	Council	(NAPARC),	an	organization	of	confessional	Presbyterian	and	Continental	Reformed	churches,	which	also	includes	the	Orthodox	Presbyterian	Church,	the	Presbyterian	Church	in	America,	the	United	Reformed	Churches	in	North
America,	Reformed	Church	in	the	United	States,	and	the	Associate	Reformed	Presbyterian	Church	along	with	a	few	other	smaller	Reformed	and	Presbyterian	denominations	as	members.	Organization	View	of	the	Synod	in	2007	Today,	the	RPCNA	has	congregations	in	twenty-eight	U.S.	states	and	three	Canadian	provinces	throughout	North	America,
as	well	as	maintaining	close	relations	with	"sister	churches"	of	Reformed	Presbyterians	in	South	Sudan,	Ireland,	Scotland,	and	Australia.	There	is	also	a	mission	presbytery	in	Kobe,	Japan,	as	well	as	an	associated	mission	congregation	in	Larnaca,	Cyprus.	The	RPCNA	is	composed	of	the	following	presbyteries:[9]	Alleghenies:	including	congregations	in
Maryland,	northeastern	Ohio,	western	and	central	Pennsylvania,	and	Virginia.	Atlantic:	including	congregations	in	Massachusetts,	New	Jersey,	southeastern	New	York,	eastern	Pennsylvania,	and	Rhode	Island	Great	Lakes-Gulf:	including	congregations	in	Alabama,	Florida,	Georgia,	Illinois,	Indiana,	Michigan,	North	Carolina,	western	Ohio,	and	South
Carolina.	Midwest:	including	congregations	in	Colorado,	Iowa,	Kansas,	Missouri,	Oklahoma,	Texas,	and	Wyoming.	Pacific	Coast:	including	congregations	in	Alberta,	Arizona,	British	Columbia,	California,	Nevada,	and	Washington	St.	Lawrence:	including	congregations	in	upstate	New	York,	Ontario,	and	Quebec.	Japan:	including	congregations	in	Kobe
Membership	Since	1980,	the	denomination	has	experienced	growth,	seeing	an	increase	of	approximately	25%	in	membership	and	11%	in	the	number	of	churches.	This	growth	has	not	been	uniform,	however;	many	churches	have	been	started	in	urban	areas,	while	many	older	congregations,	especially	in	rural	areas,	have	continued	to	decline.	As	of	31
December	2007,	the	RPCNA	had	6,334	members	in	75	North	American	congregations,	along	with	238	more	members	in	four	congregations	in	Japan.[10]	By	2016	communicant	membership	had	risen	to	7,076.	The	"stronghold"	areas	of	the	denomination	are	in	northeastern	Kansas,	central	Indiana,	and	western	Pennsylvania.	The	denomination
sponsors	Geneva	College	in	Beaver	Falls,	Pennsylvania	(all	members	of	the	Board	of	Corporators	are	required	to	be	Reformed	Presbyterians)	and	operates	the	Reformed	Presbyterian	Theological	Seminary	in	Pittsburgh,	Pennsylvania.	The	denomination	holds	a	week-long	International	Conference	every	four	years;	the	most	recent	was	held	in	July	2016
at	Indiana	Wesleyan	University	in	Marion,	Indiana.	A	denominational	magazine,	the	Reformed	Presbyterian	Witness,	is	published	monthly.	Missions	A	recent	picture	of	the	former	Indian	Mission	property	The	RPCNA	has	sponsored	missions	in	several	different	fields	throughout	the	years.	In	North	America,	several	different	home	missions	were
established	among	specific	people:	Jewish	Missions	were	established	by	congregations	in	Philadelphia	and	Cincinnati.	A	Chinese	Mission	was	run	for	a	short	time	in	Oakland,	California.	The	Indian	Mission,	which	worked	primarily	with	members	of	the	Comanche	and	Apache	nations,	was	established	in	the	countryside	near	Apache,	Oklahoma,	in	1889.
A	congregation	that	resulted	from	this	mission	existed	until	1971.	Several	small	Southern	Missions	were	run	throughout	the	South	during	and	after	the	Civil	War,	mostly	working	with	freed	slaves.	The	last	of	these,	established	in	Selma,	Alabama	in	1875,	resulted	in	the	establishment	of	a	congregation	still	in	existence.	Several	other	missions	were
organized	for	foreign	work:	In	1847,	a	missionary	was	sent	out	to	begin	work	in	Port-au-Prince,	Haïti.	This	mission	was	ended	abruptly	within	two	years	when	the	missionary	joined	the	Seventh	Day	Baptist	Church.	Missionaries	were	first	sent	to	Syria	in	1856.	After	a	short	exploratory	period,	several	mission	stations	were	organized	in	Latakia	and	the
surrounding	area.	This	mission	was	continued	until	the	late	1950s,	when	Syrian	governmental	policies	forced	the	RPCNA	to	cut	its	ties	with	the	churches	there.	Work	was	begun	in	the	area	around	Mersin,	in	Asia	Minor,	around	1882	and	continued	until	around	1932.	In	1888,	work	was	begun	in	Cyprus,	and	congregations	were	established	in	Larnaca
and	Nicosia.	Mission	work	continued	until	the	1970s.	Today,	a	single	congregation	in	Larnaca	is	affiliated	with	the	RPCNA	and	is	pastored	by	an	RPCNA	missionary,	but	is	not	related	to	the	previous	mission.	Missionaries	were	first	sent	to	the	town	of	Tak	Hing,	in	South	China,	in	1895.	This	mission	proved	to	be	quite	fruitful,	resulting	in	over	eight
hundred	members	by	the	early	1940s.	However,	with	the	communist	revolution	in	1949,	the	mission	was	closed.	A	mission	was	begun	in	Qiqihar,	Manchuria,	in	the	early	1930s.	Communist	control	of	the	area	forced	the	mission's	closure	before	1949.	With	the	closure	of	the	Chinese	missions	in	1949,	the	unemployed	missionaries	were	soon	sent	to
Kobe,	Japan.	This	field,	the	only	one	currently	operated	by	the	RPCNA,	is	the	site	of	a	small	mission	presbytery.	Several	short-term	mission	trips	are	sponsored	by	the	denomination	each	year,	both	foreign	and	domestic.	As	well,	some	RPCNA	members	work	formally	or	informally	as	missionaries	in	other	countries,	although	not	officially	with	the
RPCNA's	Global	Mission	Board.	Relations	with	other	churches	Fraternal	relations	are	maintained	with	the	following	bodies:[11]	Other	Reformed	Presbyterian	Churches:	Reformed	Presbyterian	Church	of	Australia	Reformed	Presbyterian	Church	of	Ireland	Reformed	Presbyterian	Church	of	Scotland	Reformed	Presbyterian	Church	of	South	Sudan
Trinity	Community	Christian	Fellowship	(the	aforementioned	congregation	in	Larnaca,	Cyprus)	American	Presbyterian	Church	Associate	Reformed	Presbyterian	Church	The	North	American	Synod	of	the	Free	Church	of	Scotland	Korean-American	Presbyterian	Church	Église	réformée	du	Québec	Orthodox	Presbyterian	Church	Presbyterian	Church	in
America	Reformed	Church	in	the	United	States	United	Reformed	Churches	in	North	America	From	1946	through	2008	inclusive	RPCNA	held	membership	in	the	National	Association	of	Evangelicals.	See	also	Stafford	Reformed	Presbyterian	Church	Reformed	Presbyterian	Church	of	Vernon	References	^	"Home	Missions	–	The	Reformed	Presbyterian
Church	of	North	America".	Retrieved	Dec	12,	2020.	^	"RPCNA	Synod	–	"God	Has	Made	Us	Brothers"".	Jul	6,	2017.	Retrieved	Dec	12,	2020.	^	RP	Global	Alliance	Global	Missions	Accessed	2021-09-12	^	The	Constitution	of	the	Reformed	Presbyterian	Church	of	North	America,	RPCNA,	2004	edition,	pp.	170-214.	Accessed	2011-12-10.	^	Kansas	Senate
Republicans	Archived	2007-08-08	at	the	Wayback	Machine,	Kansas	Republican	Party,	2004.	Accessed	2007-08-20.	^	Kansas	Senate	Archived	2007-08-24	at	the	Wayback	Machine,	Kansas	Senate,	2007.	Accessed	2007-08-20.	^	(Glasgow	273)	^	The	Constitution	of	the	Reformed	Presbyterian	Church	of	North	America.	Crown	&	Covenant	Publications.
2021.	p.	A-63.	Singing	God’s	praise	is	part	of	public	worship	in	which	the	whole	congregation	should	join.	The	Book	of	Psalms,	consisting	of	inspired	psalms,	hymns	and	songs,	is	the	divinely	authorized	manual	of	praise.	The	use	of	other	songs	in	worship	is	not	authorized	in	the	Scriptures.	The	Greek	words	in	the	New	Testament	which	are	translated
“psalm,”	“hymn”	and	“song”	all	appear	in	the	Septuagint	(Greek)	version	of	the	Book	of	Psalms.	Ps.	95:2;	Ps.	40:3,	(4);	Ps.	96:1;	Col.	3:	16;	Eph.	5:19;	Mark	14:26;	1	Cor	14:	26;	Jas.	5:13.	The	Psalms	are	to	be	sung	without	the	accompaniment	of	instruments,	which	are	not	part	of	the	New	Testament	pattern	of	worship.	Musical	instruments	were
commanded	for	use	with	the	offering	of	sacrifices	in	the	Old	Testament	temple	worship.	The	death	of	Christ	being	the	perfect	and	final	sacrifice	brought	an	end	to	this	way	of	worship.	There	is	neither	command	for	nor	example	of	the	use	of	musical	instruments	in	the	words	or	practice	of	Christ	and	the	apostles.	The	command	of	the	New	Testament	is
to	offer	the	sacrifice	of	praise—the	fruit	of	our	lips.	Num.	10:10;	2	Chron.	29:25-30;	Heb.	9:12;	Heb.	13:15.	^	[1]	and	pages	searchable	from	that	page	^	Minutes	of	Synod	and	Yearbook	of	the	Reformed	Presbyterian	Church	of	North	America	2008.	Pittsburgh:	Crown	and	Covenant,	2009,	62.	^	Minutes	of	Synod	and	Yearbook	of	the	Reformed
Presbyterian	Church	of	North	America	2005.	Pittsburgh:	Crown	and	Covenant,	2006,	page	171.	Fields,	S.	Helen	(1934).	Register	of	marriages	and	baptisms	performed	by	Rev.	John	Cuthbertson.	Covenanter	minister.	1751-1791,	with	index	to	locations	and	persons	visited,	by	S.	Helen	Fields.	Washington,	D.	C.:	Lancaster,	Pa.,	Lancaster	press,	inc.
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The	United	Holy	Church	of	America,	Inc.	is	the	oldest	African-American	Holiness-Pentecostal	body	in	the	world.	It	was	established	in	1886.	It	is	a	predominantly	black	Holiness	Pentecostal	Christian	denomination,	and	the	International	Headquarters	is	located	in	Greensboro,	North	Carolina.	The	UHCA	consists	of	516	churches,	17	districts,	and	8
territories.	The	largest	and	…	The	African	Methodist	Episcopal	Church,	usually	called	the	AME	Church	or	AME,	is	a	predominantly	African-American	Methodist	denomination.It	adheres	to	Wesleyan-Arminian	theology	and	has	a	connexional	polity.	The	African	Methodist	Episcopal	Church	is	the	first	independent	Protestant	denomination	to	be	founded
by	black	people,	though	it	welcomes	and	…	How	are	the	country's	Fastest-Growing	Churches	adapting	to	ministry	in	an	unprecedented	year?	Through	our	collaboration	with	Lifeway	Research,	we	sent	an	adapted	survey	to	the	churches	on	our	Fastest-Growing	Churches	list	in	2019	and	2020,	seeking	their	in-person	attendance	averages	for	February
and	March	2021	(excluding	Easter	weekend),	their	average	number	of	devices	…	Columbus,	Ohio	minister	Washington	Gladden,	father	of	the	social	gospel,	defended	the	right	of	labor	to	organize.	...	On	June	26,1934,	the	Evangelical	and	Reformed	Church	was	born	at	Cleveland,	Ohio.	...	a	mission	partnership	with	the	Presbyterian	Church	of	the
Republic	of	Korea	was	voted,	and	such	mission	issues	as	the	concern	for	persons	with	...	Wake	Forest	University	vs.	University	of	Richmond.	My	son	is	torn	between	applying	ED	to	Wake	or	Richmond.	He	has	a	1370	SAT	score	and	3.7	gpa	with	lots	of	AP	classes.	Church	Image	Dates	Location	City,	State	Description;	Cathedral	of	St	Paul:	1893	built
1982	NRHP-listed	2120	3rd	Ave.	N:	Birmingham,	Alabama:	Cathedral	of	St.	Paul	Parish,	the	seat	of	the	Diocese	of	Birmingham	in	Alabama.This	diocese	was	split	from	the	Archdiocese	of	Mobile	in	1969.	Clarence	Edward	Noble	Macartney	(September	18,	1879	–	February	19,	1957)	was	a	prominent	conservative	Presbyterian	pastor	and	author.	With	J.
Gresham	Machen,	he	was	one	of	the	main	leaders	of	the	conservatives	during	the	Fundamentalist–Modernist	Controversy	in	the	Presbyterian	Church	in	the	United	States	of	America.	New	York,	often	called	New	York	City	(NYC)	to	distinguish	it	from	the	State	of	New	York,	is	the	most	populous	city	2),	New	York	City	is	also	the	most	densely	populated
major	city	in	the	United	States.	Located	at	the	southern	tip	of	the	state	of	New	York,	the	city	is	the	center	of	the	New	York	metropolitan	area,	the	largest	metropolitan	area	in	the	world	by	urban	landmass.	With	over	20.1	...	Night	to	Shine	is	an	unforgettable	prom	night	experience,	centered	on	God’s	love,	for	people	with	special	needs	ages	14	and
older.	This	coming	year,	on	Friday,	February	10,	2023,	Night	to	Shine	will	celebrate	its	ninth	anniversary	as	thousands	from	around	the	world	will	come	together	to	honor	those	with	disabilities.	The	African	Methodist	Episcopal	Church,	usually	called	the	AME	Church	or	AME,	is	a	predominantly	African-American	Methodist	denomination.It	adheres	to
Wesleyan-Arminian	theology	and	has	a	connexional	polity.	The	African	Methodist	Episcopal	Church	is	the	first	independent	Protestant	denomination	to	be	founded	by	black	people,	though	it	welcomes	and	…	The	United	Holy	Church	of	America,	Inc.	is	the	oldest	African-American	Holiness-Pentecostal	body	in	the	world.	It	was	established	in	1886.	It	is
a	predominantly	black	Holiness	Pentecostal	Christian	denomination,	and	the	International	Headquarters	is	located	in	Greensboro,	North	Carolina.	The	UHCA	consists	of	516	churches,	17	districts,	and	8	territories.	The	largest	and	…	Charlotte	(/	ˈ	ʃ	ɑːr	l	ə	t	/	SHAR-lət)	is	the	most	populous	city	in	the	U.S.	state	of	North	Carolina.Located	in	the	Piedmont
region,	it	is	the	county	seat	of	Mecklenburg	County.The	population	was	874,579	as	of	the	2020	census,	making	Charlotte	the	16th-most	populous	city	in	the	U.S.,	the	seventh	most	populous	city	in	the	South,	and	the	second	most	populous	city	in	the	…	Aug	28,	2016	·	The	Congregational	Christian	Church	and	the	Evangelical	and	Reformed	Church
merged,	creating	the	United	Church	of	Christ	(UCC).	December	09,	1958	...	The	100th	General	Assembly	of	the	Southern	Presbyterian	Church	(PCUS)	passed	a	resolution	declaring	that	sexual	relations	in	the	context	of	marriage	but	without	the	intent	to	conceive	children	...	He	enjoyed	fishing,	hunting	and	riding	his	Harley..	He	loved	spending	time
with	his	grandchildren	and	his	dog	Ruby.	Family	and	friends	received	Sunday,	August	7,	2-4	and	6-8	pm	at	the	George	A,	Thoma	Funeral	Home,Inc.	10418	Perry	Hwy,	Wexford.	Funeral	mass	on	Monday	,	August	8,	at	10	am	in	St.Ferdinand	Church	-	Divine	Grace	Parish,	Cranberry	...	Cincinnati	(/	ˌ	s	ɪ	n	s	ɪ	ˈ	n	æ	t	i	/	SIN-si-NAT-ee)	is	a	city	in	the	U.S.
state	of	Ohio	and	the	county	seat	of	Hamilton	County.	Settled	in	1788,	the	city	is	located	at	the	northern	side	of	the	confluence	of	the	Licking	and	Ohio	rivers,	the	latter	of	which	marks	the	state	line	with	Kentucky.The	city	is	the	economic	and	cultural	hub	of	the	Cincinnati	metropolitan	area.	First	Church	of	Christ	-	05/15/75.	Farmington,	Hartford
County,	CT.	First	Presbyterian	Church	-	1/13/2021.	Fairfield	County,	CT	.	Fort	Shantok	Archeological	District	-	04/12/93.	Montville,	New	London	County,	CT.	Griswold,	Florence,	House	and	Museum	-	04/19/93.	Old	Lyme,	New	London	County,	CT.	Grove	Street	Cemetery	-	02/16/00.	New	Haven,	New	...	Beverly	Heights	Presbyterian	Church.	Pittsburgh,
PA.	...	Columbus,	IN.	Sunday	Morning	Service	Join	us	every	week	at	10am	ET!	STARTING	IN	5	HRS,	...	8/21/2022	10:00	AM	(EDT)	The	Bath	Church	-	United	Church	of	Christ.	Akron,	Ohio.	Bath	Church	Weekly	Worship	Service	Join	us	for	Weekly	Worship	Service!	STARTING	IN	5	HRS,	41	MIN.	Use	this	free	college	chances	calculator	to	determine
your	likelihood	of	acceptance	at	UCLA.	The	calculator	uses	the	most	up-to-date	data	to	compare	your	…	First	Reformed	Church	of	Oak	Harbor:	OAK	HARBOR:	WA:	Lead-Pastor_First-Reformed-Church-of-Oak-Harbor_OAK-HARBOR_WA1.pdf:	PDF:	PDF:	None:	1-100:	No:	3229:	05/17/2022:	Assistant	Pastor:	Hershey:	Hummelstown:	PA:	Assistant-
Pastor_Hershey_Hummelstown_PA.pdf:	Assistant-Pastor_Hershey-Presbyterian-Church_Hummelstown_PA_2.pdf:	PDF:	PDF:	…	The	Presbyterian	Church	in	America	(PCA)	is	the	second-largest	Presbyterian	church	body,	behind	the	Presbyterian	Church	(USA),	and	the	largest	conservative	Calvinist	denomination	in	the	United	States.The	PCA	is
Reformed	in	theology	and	presbyterian	in	government.	It	is	characterized	by	a	blend	of	Calvinist	practice	and	broad	evangelicalism.	Reformed:	Presbyterian	Church	in	the	United	States	of	America:	1889–1893	Ruling	elder	of	First	Presbyterian	Church	in	Indianapolis	28	Woodrow	Wilson:	Christian:	Protestant:	Reformed:	Presbyterian	Church	in	the
United	States	of	America:	1913–1921	Became	a	ruling	elder	of	Second	Presbyterian	Church	in	Princeton,	New	Jersey	in	1897	34	Dwight	D	...	Cincinnati	(/	ˌ	s	ɪ	n	s	ɪ	ˈ	n	æ	t	i	/	SIN-si-NAT-ee)	is	a	city	in	the	U.S.	state	of	Ohio	and	the	county	seat	of	Hamilton	County.	Settled	in	1788,	the	city	is	located	at	the	northern	side	of	the	confluence	of	the	Licking
and	Ohio	rivers,	the	latter	of	which	marks	the	state	line	with	Kentucky.The	city	is	the	economic	and	cultural	hub	of	the	Cincinnati	metropolitan	area.	North	Carolina	(/	ˌ	k	ær	ə	ˈ	l	aɪ	n	ə	/	())	is	a	state	in	the	Southeastern	region	of	the	United	States.The	state	is	the	28th	largest	and	9th-most	populous	of	the	50	United	States.It	is	bordered	by	Virginia	to
the	north,	the	Atlantic	Ocean	to	the	east,	Georgia	and	South	Carolina	to	the	south,	and	Tennessee	to	the	west.	Raleigh	is	the	state's	capital	and	Charlotte	is	its	largest	city.	Reformed:	Presbyterian	Church	in	the	United	States	of	America:	1889–1893	Ruling	elder	of	First	Presbyterian	Church	in	Indianapolis	28	Woodrow	Wilson:	Christian:	Protestant:
Reformed:	Presbyterian	Church	in	the	United	States	of	America:	1913–1921	Became	a	ruling	elder	of	Second	Presbyterian	Church	in	Princeton,	New	Jersey	in	1897	34	Dwight	D	...	Columbus,	Ohio:	United	States	Catholic:	Journal	of	Ancient	Judaism:	1869-3296	JAJ	2010–present	...	The	Reformed	Presbyterian	became	The	Reformed	Presbyterian	and
Covenanter:	1837-1862	W.S.	Haven	Pittsburgh,	PA	United	States	...	1960–present	by	Lutheran	Church–Missouri	Synod	Lutheran	Church–Missouri	Synod:	Springfield,	Illinois:	United	...	A	Christian	mission	is	an	organized	effort	to	spread	Christianity	to	new	converts.	Missions	involve	sending	individuals	and	groups	across	boundaries,	most	commonly
geographical	boundaries,	to	carry	on	evangelism	or	other	activities,	such	as	educational	or	hospital	work.	Sometimes	individuals	are	sent	and	are	called	missionaries.When	groups	are	sent,	they	are	…	Aug	02,	2022	·	American	Family	News	(formerly	One	News	Now)	offers	news	on	current	events	from	an	evangelical	Christian	perspective.	Our
experienced	journalists	want	to	…	The	Fundamentalist–Modernist	controversy	is	a	major	schism	that	originated	in	the	1920s	and	1930s	within	the	Presbyterian	Church	in	the	United	States	of	America.At	issue	were	foundational	disputes	about	the	role	of	Christianity,	the	authority	of	the	Bible,	the	death,	resurrection,	and	atoning	sacrifice	of	Jesus
Christ.	Two	broad	factions	within	Protestantism	emerged:	…	People.	List	(surname)	Organizations.	List	College,	an	undergraduate	division	of	the	Jewish	Theological	Seminary	of	America;	SC	Germania	List,	German	rugby	union	club;	Other	uses.	Angle	of	list,	the	leaning	to	either	port	or	starboard	of	a	ship;	List	(abstract	data	type)	List	on	Sylt,
previously	called	List,	the	northernmost	village	in	Germany,	on	the	island	of	Sylt	History	Franklin	College	(18th	century)	Franklin	College	was	chartered	on	June	6,	1787,	in	Lancaster,	Pennsylvania,	on	the	site	of	a	former	brewery.	It	was	named	for	Benjamin	Franklin,	who	donated	£200	to	the	new	institution.	Founded	by	four	prominent	ministers	from
the	German	Reformed	Church	and	the	Lutheran	Church,	in	conjunction	with	numerous	Philadelphians,	the	…	Etymology.	The	word	north	is	related	to	the	Old	High	German	nord,	both	descending	from	the	Proto-Indo-European	unit	*ner-,	meaning	"left;	below"	as	north	is	to	left	when	facing	the	rising	sun.	Similarly,	the	other	cardinal	directions	are	also
related	to	the	sun's	position.	The	Latin	word	borealis	comes	from	the	Greek	boreas	"north	wind,	north",	which,	according	to	Ovid,	was	…	Puerto	Rico	(Spanish	for	'rich	port';	abbreviated	PR;	Taino:	Boriken,	Borinquen),	officially	the	Commonwealth	of	Puerto	Rico	(Spanish:	Estado	Libre	Asociado	de	Puerto	Rico,	lit.	'Free	Associated	State	of	Puerto
Rico'),	is	a	Caribbean	island	and	unincorporated	territory	of	the	United	States.It	is	located	in	the	northeast	Caribbean	Sea,	approximately	1,000	miles	(1,600	km)	…	Use	this	free	college	chances	calculator	to	determine	your	likelihood	of	acceptance	at	UCLA.	The	calculator	uses	the	most	up-to-date	data	to	compare	your	…	Clark	V.	Poling	was	born
August	7,	1910,	in	Columbus,	Ohio,	the	son	of	evangelical	minister	Daniel	A.	Poling,	who	was	rebaptized	in	1936	as	a	Baptist	minister.Clark	Poling	studied	at	Yale	University's	Divinity	School	in	New	Haven,	Connecticut	and	graduated	with	his	B.D.	degree	in	1936.	He	was	ordained	in	the	Reformed	Church	in	America,	and	served	first	in	the	First
Church	of	…	In	addition	to	Church	Jobs	Online,	you	can	also	find	ministry	jobs,	church	openings,	pastor	positions,	and	church	employment	at	our	parent	organization	ChristianCareerCenter.com.	While	the	average	pastoral	tenure	has	increased	from	3.6	to	6	years	since	1996,	there	is	still	the	need	to	help	those	in	church	jobs	with	career	planning	and
job	...	Revivals	and	missionaries	converted	many	people	to	the	Baptist,	Methodist,	Presbyterian	and	Christian	churches.	...	His	successor,	London	Ferrill,	led	the	church	for	decades	and	was	so	popular	in	Lexington	that	his	funeral	was	said	to	be	second	in	size	only	to	that	of	Henry	Clay.	By	1850,	the	First	African	Baptist	Church	was	the	largest	church
...
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